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Saadat Hasan Manto’s Toba Tek Singh is widely regarded as one of the most powerful 

satires ever written about the Partition of India and Pakistan. Rather than focusing on 

political negotiations or border lines, Manto uses the "illogic" of a mental asylum to expose 

the absolute absurdity of the "logic" used by sane politicians. 

 

Here is an analysis of how the story functions as a scathing satire. 
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 1. The Mirror of Madness 

The central satirical device is the reversal of roles. Manto suggests that the residents 

of the asylum are actually more rational than the governments of India and Pakistan. 

The Swap: The decision to exchange "lunatics" based on religion mirrors the arbitrary 

nature of Partition itself. 

The Confusion: When the inmates ask where Toba Tek Singh is—India or Pakistan—

and receive conflicting answers, it highlights the ridiculousness of waking up one day to find 

your home is suddenly in a "foreign" country. 
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 2. Bishan Singh: The Human Cost 

Bishan Singh (Toba Tek Singh) is the heart of the satire. His nonsensical gibberish—

"Uper dhey dhey munggu di dal of the pakiyan di mung di dal of the khalsa and the land of 

the Punjab"—starts as a joke but evolves into a tragic cry. 

As the story progresses, his "mad" speech begins to sound like the only honest 

reaction to a world that has lost its mind. By the end, the gibberish represents the *inability 

of language* to describe the horror of being displaced. 
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3. Satire of Bureaucracy 

Manto relentlessly mocks the cold, detached nature of the "sane" authorities. 

 

 

 

Logistics over Lives: The bureaucrats are more concerned with the paperwork and the 

physical transfer of bodies than the emotional or psychological well-being of the people 

involved. 



 

The Border Scene: The chaos at the Wagah border, where inmates refuse to leave or 

tear off their clothes, turns a "solemn" state procedure into a farcical riot. 

 

 4. The No-Man's-Land 

The ending is perhaps the most famous satirical image in South Asian literature. 

Bishan Singh dies in the narrow strip of land between the two fences. 

 

By placing Bishan Singh in the "No-Man's-Land," Manto asserts that *human identity 

cannot be partitioned.* If the world is divided into two sane halves that don't make sense, 

the only place for a man of principle is the dirt in between. 

 


